
UNCONTESTED CHANGE OF CUSTODY 

A change of custody is allowed when the parent(s) can prove that there are substantial 
changes affecting the welfare and best interests of the child(ren). Parents can enter into an 
agreement regarding custody, subject to the court's approval. The parental agreement will be 
effective unless the judge decides that the proposed change is not in the best interests of the 
childr(en). The parents' agreement can be made a Final Order of modification by the trial 
court at any time after the agreement has been submitted to the Court. 

When a parent sues the other parent to change custody, the court has the power to award 
sole custody, joint custody, joint legal custody, and joint physical custody. Additionally, the court 
may award custody to a third person when both parents are proved to be unfit. The Judge has the 
power to Order a psychological evaluation of the family, an independent medical evaluation, or 
an investigation by the local family and children services agency. 

A complaint for change of custody brought by the non-custodial parent must be brought 
in the county in which the legal custodian of the child or children. A complaint for change of 
custody brought by the legal custodian must be brought in the county in which the Defendant 
resides. 

A Judge may consider the desire of a child who is at least eleven years of age, but not yet 
fourteen. However, the child's desire by itself is not a material change of conditions or 
circumstances. The wishes of a child aged fourteen or older is controlling unless the parent 
whom the child chooses is unfit. During a custody hearing, the trial court may Order the parents 
to leave the courtroom when a child testifies. 













































































































General Civil and Domestic Relations Case Disposition Information Form 

D Superior or D State Court of ___________ County 

• For Clerk Use Only 

D�te. Disposed�--��-------'-, 
MM-DD-YYYY 

Case.Style. ______ -'--e----�..,-'---

Plaintiff(s) Defendant(s) 

Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix 

Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix 

Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix 

Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix 

Reporting Party ______________ _ 

Plaintiff's Attorney ______________ _ 

Defendant's Attorney ______________ _ 

Bar Number ______ _ 

Bar Number ______ _ 

Self-Represented D 

Self-Represented D 

Manner of Disposition 
Check Only One 

D Jury Trial 
D Bench/Non-Jury Trial 
D Non-Trial Disposition 

D Alternative Dispute Resolution 

D Check if any party was self-represented at any point during the life of the case. 

D Check if the court ordered an interpreter for any party, witness, or other involved individual. 

D Was the case referred/ordered to a court-annexed alternative dispute resolution (ADR) process? 

Version U.18 



SUPERIOR COURT OF EFFINGHAM 

PARTIES INFORMATION SHEET 

TO BE FILED WITH COMPLAINT/PETITION 

Plaintiff's Contact Information: 

Plaintiffs Name: 
-----------------------

Address: _________________________ _ 

City: ______________ State: _______ Zip: __ _ 

Daytime Phone Number: _______________ _ 

Cell Phone Number: _________________ _ 

Email Address: 
-------------------

Defendant's Contact Information: 

Defendant's Name: ----------------------

Address: 
--------------------------

City: ______________ State: _______ Zip: __ _ 

Daytime Phone Number: _______________ _ 

Cell Phone Number: 
------------------

Em ail Address: 
-------------------
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